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Manuscripts and History Section 


Edna L. Jacobsen 


The Manuscripts and History Section administers the Library's col- 
lection of manuscripts --- state archives and private papers --~ maps, 
broadsides, posters and pictures, and of printed material pertaining to 
American and local history, genealogy and heraldry. Although Americana 
in the broadest sense of the term is its field, especially does it aim 
to assemble as comprehensive a collection as possible of material relat- 
ing to the history of the State of New York, both manuscript and printed. 
Its collection of state archives is the largest and most important assem 
blage of such material outside of the departments of issue. The records 
range in time from the early 17th century period of Dutch rule to the 
1950 session of the Legislature. Cooperation with other state depart- 
ments --= for example, Executive, State, Audit and Control, Insurance,-—- 
results in a continual flow of archives to the Library; snd much of the 


work of the section involves arranging and inventorying the records and 
making them available for consultation by state officials in their pres- 
ent-day problems. 


Additions to the nonofficial archives relating to the history of the 
State are made by purchase and gift and range from individual documents 
to collections consisting of several hundred bound volumes and a hundred 
or more manuscript boxes. Among the single documents may be mentioned: 
Charter of the Colony from Charles II to the Duke of York, 1664; New 
York State's first constitution, 1777; Ratification of the proposed Con- 
stitution of the United States by the State of New York in convention 
at Poughkeepsie, July 26, 1788; complete set of Signers of Declaration 
of Independence; first draft of George Washington's Farewell Address, 
Among the collections are: New York Colonial Manuscripts 1638-1800; New 
York Colonial Manuscripts indorsed Land Papers 1634-1870; Original Laws 
1683-1950; Phelps and Gorham Papers 1772-1875; Fapers of Edwin D. Morgan, 
Civil War governor and United States senator; Papers of Thomas Cole, 
founder of Hudson River school of artists. 


In the fields mentioned the section handles all requests for infor- 
mation, whether made in person, by mail or telephone. Its patrons in- 
clude, in addition to state and local officials, historians --- profess- 
ional and amateur --- lawyers, graduate students in American history and 
related fields, historical novelists, artists, purchasers of old houses, 
radio script writers, planners of commemorative celebrations, genealo- 
gists, to mention only a few. It lends to public and college libraries, 
and under certain circumstances to individuals, in all fields except 


-177— 





genealogy, such printed material as is not in its special reference col- 
lection; and it attempts to secure duplicate copies so that the lending 
service may be increased. 


Many requests involve considerable research, which the section un- 
dertakes within limits, so that the inquirer may be enabled to determine 
whether to come in person to use the resources. Many patrons, often 
from great distances, spend weeks — even months_. in the section. 
Photostatic copies of material are furnisned, at reasonable charge, where 
such reproduction does not violate copyright. The section does not com- 
pile genealogies, but it does devote a reasonable amount of time to re- 
quests for specific data. Since vital statistics were not kept official- 
ly in New York State until 1880, and since old-age pensions, railroad 
and other retirement systems and other phases of the present-day social 
security program are based in large part on proof of age — and in some 
instances, citizenship —— the section handles thousands of requests 
yearly for records from the original 1915 and 1925 New York State census 
schedules, which it administers by transfer of those records from the 
Department of State. Patriotic societies and prospective members in 
them base elicibility for membership upon reports on service prepared by 
the section from official Colonial and Revolutionary War records now in 
the custody of the section. 


The trend is becoming more and more general for public libraries to 
set up and maintain local history collections. The Manuscripts and His- 
tory Section endeavors to help in such projects by answering inquiries 
concerning the handling of manuscripts, maps, broadsides, pamphlets and 
the miscellaneous ephemeral items that find their way into such collec- 


tions. The section is senerally responsible for several exhibits each 
year in the rotunda of the Library. Its current exhibit centers on the 
Liberty Bell, New York State's replica of which has recently been in- 
stalled in the Education Building. From its collections it selected and 
arranged the documents for the New York State Freedom Train. 


The Manuscripts Reading Room is open to the public on weekdays from 
8:30 to 5, except Saturday, when it is closed at 12 noon; and on all 
holidays when the General Reading Room is open. The History Alcove main- 
tains the same hours as the General Reading Room. The section would 
welcome information on the whereabouts of possible accessions in the 
fields indicated —— especially now, at spring housecleaning time, when 
attics and old bookcases and desks are being cleared out. 
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RECENT BOOKS: A SELECTION 
Suggested by 


Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: “of first interest; 
Y for young people; P for prisons; R for 
reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Atkinson, Brooks. Once around the sun. Harcourt. $4. 

The distinguished drama critic of The New York Times chronicles with 

wit, humanity and acuity his day-by-day observations on a multitude 

of persons and things. Illustrations by Don Freeman. (Pub. wary 3) 
818.5 


Auden, W.H. Nones. Random douse. $2.50. 

A collection of finely wrought verse on many themes written during 
the past four years. Some of the poems are printed for the first 
time while others have appeared in magazines. 821 


PH *Baird, J.H., ed. These harvest years. Doubleday. $3.49. 


PR 
H 


Twelve specialists offer valuable suggestions for enriching maturity 
through mental and physical health, careful financing, occupations 
for retirement and religious practice. Index. 618.9 


Bell, Mrs Clare. And then we'll be rich. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

The gay account of a resourceful woman's struggles to make an aban- 
doned Ozark apple ranch pay while she looks after two small children 
and her impractical husband plans another "tremendous project." Hu- 
morous drawings. 630.1 


*Benedict, AE. & Franklin, Adele. Your best friends are your chil- 
dren; a guide to enjoying parenthood. Appleton-Century-Crofts. $3. 
Dealing with everyday situations, this clear and helpful volume shows 
in concrete ways how "the ideal of friendship between parent and 
child can be realized." Suggested reading list, index. 136.7 
These well-adjusted children, by Grace Langdon and I.W. Stout (Day. 

eT Se eT presents the results of two rewarding studies about 
"what best helps children to be well adjusted." Summary of background 
information, tables, family index, index. 
In Guide to a child's world, by Mrs I.P. Buckley (Holt. $2. 372.2), 
the founder of the Buckley kley Schools for children of nursery, kinder- 
garten and elementary grades tells with examples how parent and teach- 
er can develop together "a sane and practical approach to education. " 


Benet, W.R. The spirit of the scene. Knopf. $3. 

Varying in form and mood, verses by the late poetry editor of the 
Saturday Review of Literature sensitively express deep thought and 
feeling. In part, reprinted. 811 


Creed, Virginia. All about Ireland. (New Burope guides) Dwell. $2.50. 
Detailed, up-to-date information with historic sidelights. Maps. Ad- 
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ditional useful facts. index. 914.15 


Curran, C.H. Insects in your life. Sheridan House. $3.50. 

The Curator of Insects and Spiders, American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, offers a readable, authoritative introduction to the curious 
habits of familiar insects. Photographs and drawings. Index. 595.7 


Doucette, Earle. The fisherman's guide to Maine. Random House. $2.95. 
An inviting small volume, telling the what, how and where of good 
fishing in Maine. Maps. Laws, rules and list of wardens in appendix- 
es. Index of proper names. 799.1 


YP *Edward, Duke of Windsor. A king's story; the memoirs of the Duke of 
RH Windsor. Putnam. $4.50. 
Related with humor and in detail, these recollections and comments 
on people and events to 1936 do much to explain "the institution of 
Monarchy." Map on end papers, photographs. Chronology of travels, no 
index. Appeared in part in Life magazine. B or 92 


PR *Glick, Carl. The secret of serenity. Crowell. $3. 

H Brief essays, sprinkled with anecdotes, lightly expound Chinese at- 
titudes toward daily living which contain "the secret of serenity." 
Some of the material has been previously printed. Decorations by Joe 
Karov. 170 


YP *Hamlin, Talbot, & Hamlin, Mrs Jessica. We took to cruising; from 
RH Maine to Florida afloat. Sheridan House. $3.50. 
Fascinating account of vacation trips and of new values discovered 
as owners of a small cruiser. Photographs, plans and drawings. Appen- 
dixes, index, Some of the material has appeared in magazines. 917.4 


PR *Hart, A.G. Defense without inflation; with recommendations of the 

H Committee on Economic Stabilization. Twentieth Century Fund. $2. 
This first volume, in a projected series of at least four, lucidly out- 
lines "ways to maintain the most effective civilian economy at a time 
when the most effective defense is the primary aim." 355.2 


Haskell, A.L. How to enjoy ballet. Morrow. $3. 

In this delightful book, the director and principal of Sadler's Wells 
School critically examines each part of ballet in order to explain its 
contribution to the whole. Many artistic photographs. Some ballet 
terms, index. 792.8 


st A.J. Man is not alone; a philosophy of religion. Farrar. 
3.75. 

Profound but simply written book by an associate professor at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York City, which discusses provoca- 
tively for both Jew and non-Jew the problems of God and of everyday 
living. A second volume is planned. Index. 248 


YP Higgins, Marguerite. War in Korea; the report of a woman combat cor- 
R respondent. Doubleday. $2.75. 
Selecting "the episodes and anecdotes that...pictured the war most 
realistically," the New York Herald Tribune's representative color- 
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fully details the main phases of the Korean campaign as she saw it. 


Map on end papers, photographs. Appeared in part in Woman's Home 
Companion. 940.5 


YP *Hoffman, P.G. Peace can be won. Doubleday. $2.50. 


RH 


Direct, stimulating statement by the former ECA director who optimis- 
tically outlines a program for waging peace. Index. 341.1 


Jacobs, Herbert. A practical guide for the beginning farmer. Harper. 
$3. 

How to live in the country, to raise animals and to finance and use 
land, simply and easily explained. Appendix of useful information, 
index. 631.5 


Klots, A.B. A field guide to the butterflies, of North America, east 
of the Great Plains. Houghton. $3.75. ' 

Essential data about our butterflies "in the light of modern knowl- 
edge and approach." Many plates, some in color, line drawings. Ap- 
pendixes, indexes of technical terms, food plants and butterflies. 


595.7 


lacey, J.L. The Audubon book of bird carving; as told to Tom Moore 
McBride. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

Explicit instructions by an expert on the satisfying hobby of carving 
and painting realistic models of birds. Numerous photographs and 
drawings. Bibliography, index. 736.4 


2 *Link, H.G. The way to security. Doubleday. $2.50. 
} Emphasizing personal and spiritual security, the well-known psycholo- 


gist cites everyday examples in a popular interpretation of recent 
psychological findings. 170 


Merrill, Arch. Upstate echoes. Amer. Book-Knickerbocker Press. $2. 
Interesting, entertaining sketches about "unusual people, places and 
events in the upstate New York of long ago and of only yesterday." 
Reprinted in part from the Rochester N.Y. Democrat and Chronicle. 
Previous regional books by the author include: Land of the Senecas, 
Stase coach towns, Rochester sketch book, The towpath, The ridge and 
A river ramble. 917.47 


YP "Murphy, Mrs G.E.B. There's always adventure; the story of a natural- 


= 
* 
= 


ist's wife. Harper. $4, 

With zest and warmth the author writes of her distinguished husband's 
career and her share in it, of rewarding experiences and exciting travel 
with their three children when home was often in some remote corner of 
the world. Photographs. Some of the material has appeared in mag- 
azines. Bor 92 


Ogrizek, Dore, ed. The Paris we love. McGraw-Hill. $6.50. 

Throush chapters by well-known writers, reproductions of great paint- 
ings in color, old prints, maps and line sketches, this delightful 
volume expresses the spirit and moods of many-sided Paris. 914.43 
There's no place like Paris! by Helene MacLean (Doubleday. $2.50. 914.43) 
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gives breezy and knowing tips on "how to feel at home in the city 
and what to expect from the French." Witty drawings by Susanne Suba. 


Papashvily, George, & Papashvily, Mrs H.W. Thanks to Noah. Harper. 
$2.50. 

Heart-warming tales of "friends who happened to be animals," remem- 
bered from the author's youth in Russia and his later experiences 
with dogs on his Pennsylvania farm. Drawings. 818.5 


“Partridge, Bellamy. Salad days. Crowell. $3.50. 
In this lively, backward glance at early years in Hobart College and 
the Albany Law School, the “country lawyer" describes the "education 
of an Average American Boy at the turn of the century." Humorous 
drawings. B or 92 


"Ross, Ishbel. Journey into light; the story of the education of the 
blind. Appleton-Century-Crofts. $4. 
Inspiring record of the accomplishments of notable blind persons 
through the centuries and of those men and women whose efforts have 
changed a handicap into “opportunity for achievement." Bibliography , 
index. 371.9 


*Ruggles, Mrs A.M. The story of the McGuffeys. Amer. Book. $3. 

New sources are used in this simply written volume which brings to 
life "the real personalities" of the far-famed McGuffeys whose Read- 
ers “had more influence on nineteenth-century American culture than 
any other books except the Bible." Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Schevill, James. Sherwood Anderson; his life and work. Univ. of 
Denver Press. 

"With the help of original source materials and many people who knew 
Anderson at one time or another,... a coherent and understanding life 
story." --The New Yorker, April 14, 1951, p. 125. 

Photographs. Selected bibliography, index. B or 92 
Sherwood Anderson, by Irving Howe (Am. men of letters ser.) (Sloane. 
$3.50. Bor 92) critically examines "those values in Anderson's work 
which are worthy of our admiration." Portrait frontispiece. Biblio-~ 
graphical note, index. B or 92 


Sedillot, Rene. The history of the world; tr. from the French by 
Gerard Hopkins. Harcourt. $3. 

Brief, selective history of the world from the prehistoric to the ma- 
chine age,with each chapter built round a "people." Maps on end 
papers. Index. 909 


Smith, A.J. Religion and the new psychology. Doubleday. $2.50. 
Readable, thought-provoking discussion of recent research in parapsy- 
chology which makes "religion intellectually respectable and science 
emotionally satisfying." Appendix, index. 130 


Spizter, Mrs Marian. I took it lying down. Random House. $2.75. 
Cheerfully and with few clinical details, this frank, personal ac- 
count describes an energetic career-woman's reactions to months of 
complete inactivity during her battle with tuberculosis. Appendix. 


616.24 
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*Strauss, Bert, & Strauss, Frances. New ways to better meetings. 
Viking. $2.95. 
Lively, informal vresentation of tested methods for leading or par- 
ticipating in meetings, large or small. Diagrams and hunorous draw- 
ings. Appendixes, bibliography, index. 374.2 
So you're going to make a speech, by J.L. Ellenwood (Scribner. $2. 
808.5) offers simple, down-to-earth suggestions based on the author's 
long and varied experiences as a public speaker. 


Stryker, Charlotte. Time for tapioca. Crowell. $3. 
To make glue from tapioca, Dad takes his family to Java and their 
introduction to alien ways is amusingly related. Funny drawings. 919,22 


Taubman, Howard. The maestro; the life of Arturo Toscanini. Simon 
& Schuster. $5. 

Full-length portrait of “a man and musician apart" by the music edi- 
tor of The New Yor Times who conversed with Toscanini daily during 
the NBC Symphony's transcontinental tour. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Turkin, Hy, & Thompson, S.C. The official encyclopedia of baseball. 
Barnes. $5. 

This jubilee edition contains assorted information to satisfy the 
most avid baseball fans, - an all-time resister of players and man- 
agers, history, records, rules, ballads, etc. Photographs and dia- 
grams. Pibliography. R796.3 


Welles, Sumner. Seven decisions that shaped history. Harper. $3. 
The former Under Secretary of State tells how the diplomatic deci- 
sions of the Roosevelt administration "radically changed the pattern 
of our present and future lives." An illuminating final chapter out- 
lines a "Policy for today." Index. 940.53 


Woods, R.L., ed. The businessman's book of quotations. McGraw-Hill. $4. 
Unique, quick guide to business and economic subjects, alphabetically 
arranged by subject in chronological order. Author index with bio- 
graphical notes. R650 


*“Wright, Mary, & Wright, Russel. Guide to easier living. Simon & 
Schuster. $2.95. 

Offers exvert advice on planning rooms, household practices and en- 
tertaining “suitable to the world of today." Numerous drawings and 
charts. Cleaning schedule, list of manufacturers in appendixes. 643 


Fiction 


Albrand, Martha. Desperate moment. Random House. $3. 

After a five-year search, Anne finds her childhood sweetheart a 
fugitive charged with murder and her tireless efforts to prevent 

his capture and prove his innocence are described in a romantic story 
charged with the tension of constant pursuit through postwar Germany. 


PR “Brick, John. The raid. Farrar. $3. 


Captured by Desmond of Butler's Rangers during an Indian raid, beau- 
tiful Jessica Currie experiences hardship and peril before she is 
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rescued by her handsome, able young husband in a vivid, authentic 
tale of frontier life in the Hudson River Valley during the Revolu- 
tion. Adult reading. 


Buck, Mrs P.S. God's men. Day. $3.50. 

Alike in that they are sons of American missionaries in China, Clem 
Miller and William Lane are destined for unlike paths in this com- 

pelling novel of conflicting standards which finds one dreaming of 

service to the world while the other worships power. 


Frison-Roche, Roger. First on the rope; tr. by Jane Adam Smith. 
Prentice-Hall. $2.75. 

Pierre, youne Alpine guide, has just realized his ambition of “lead- 
ing a rope" when he is seriously injured and how he overcomes the 
fear that his career is ended is thrillingly told with graphic de- 
scription of the adventurous, happy lives of intrepid mountain guides. 


Lewis, Alfred. Home is an island. Random House. $3. 

Ever since childhood, Jose, a sensitive boy of 16, has dreamed of 
leaving his beloved Azores village to make his way in America and, 

as he departs, his recollections of growing up in a simple, unhurried 
world make a warm, appealing story. 


Lewis, Sinclair. World so wide. Random House. $3. 

Hayden Chart, successful young architect, goes to Italy after his 
wife's death and the satiric, thin tale with some good writing finds 
him staying on under the spell of a lady professor but in the end, 
Planning to return to the States married to a home-town girl. 


Macken, Walter. Rain on the wind. Macmillan. $3. 

Set in County Galway and told in lilting prose, this lovely story of 
big, kind Mico, a simple fisherman with a disfiguring birthmark, brings 
poignantly alive the tragedies of the sea and the emotional conflicts 
that are part of young love. 


MacLennan, Hugh. Each man's son. Little. $3. 

Daniel Ainslie, gifted Scottish surgeon, reaches middle age tormented 
by the lack of a son and his possessive interest in intelligent, eight- 
year-old Alan becomes mixed with tragedy in this finely written, dra- 
matic study of the disparate characters in a small Cape Breton town. 


Priestley, J.B. Festival. Harper. $3.95. 

Across the crowded pages of this genial novel moves a variety of 
sharply etched characters who are mainly concerned with celebrating 
the Festival of Britain in the market town of Farbridge. 


Saroyan, William. Rock Wagram. Doubleday. $3.50. 

In the author's usual staccato style, interspersed with symbolic mus- 
ings, young Rock is seen transformed from a Fresno bartender into a 
movie star whose career ends shortly while his marriage fails and only 
a sense of futility remains. For the mature reader. 


Schoonover, Lawrence. The golden exile. Macmillan. $3.50. 
As a penance, the young English baron, Guy de Brunne, sets forth for 
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the Holy Land and in the course of his pilgrimage, encounters hazard- 


ous adventures and romance in a colorful tale of the 13th century. 
Adult reading. 


Shepard, Odell, & Shepard, Willerd. Jenkins' ear. Macmillan. $3.50. 
Attributed to Horace Walpole, Esq., this witty,ironic narrative re- 
lates in mannered prose the complex events set off by the loss of an 
English mariner's ear to a Spanish sea captain in 1739. 


Stewart, G.R. Sheep Rock. Random House. $3. 
A place in the western desert is the inanimate protagonist of this 
unusual book which evokes, through a series of sketches, impressions 


of veople who lived at Sheep Rock at different periods in American 
history. 


Swinnerton, F.A. A flower for Catherine. Doubleday. $3. 

When enigmatic Celia dies suddenly, her devoted sisters learn for the 
first time of her small daughter and to care for their niece and dis- 
cover the identity of her father forms the slight plot of this civil- 
ized, analytical novel which expertly explores intricate relationshins., 


Mysteries and Science Fiction 


PRH*Disney, D.M. Look back on murder. (Crime club) Doubleday. $2.50. 
PR Du Bois, Mrs T.M. Solution T-25. Doubleday. $2.75. 

PRH Eberhart, Mrs M.G. Never look back. Random House. $2.50. 

PR *Fitt, Mary, pseud. Pity for Pamela, Harper. $2.50. 

PRH Gilbert, Anthony. Murder comes home, Random House. $2.50. 

PRH Murray, Max. The right honorable corpse. Farrar. $2.50. 

PR Queen, Ellery, pseud. The origin of evil. Little. $2.50. 

PRH Strange, J.S. Reasonable doubt. (Crime club) Doubleday. $2.50. 


Juveniles 


Bendick, Mrs Jeanne. All around you; a first look at the world. (Whittle- 
sey House pub.) McGraw-Hill. $2. (Under 9) 
Child, Malcolm, ed. How to play big league baseball. Harcourt. $2.50. 
(Older boys and girls) 
Harlow, A.F. The Ringlings; wizards of the circus. Messner. $2.75. 
(Older boys and zirls) 
Howard, Elizabeth. Peddler's girl. Morrow. $2.50. (Older boys and girls) 
McCloskey, Robert. Centerburg tales; illus. by the author. Viking. $2.50. (9-12) 
Mackay, Mrs M.M. The poetic parrot; illus. by Kurt Wiese. Day. $2.50. 
(Under 9) 
Murphy, Mrs F.S. A nickel for Alice; illus. by Mabel Jones Woodbury. 
Crowell. $2.50. (9.-12) 
Ross, F.X. jr. Guided missiles: rockets & torpedoes. Lothrop. $2.75. 
(Older boys and girls) 
Stewart, M.4. We, the American people. Day. $3.50. (Older boys and girls) 
Webb, Clifford. The north pole before lunch. Warne. $2. (Under 9) 
White, A.H. The story of Serapina; illus. by Tony Palazzo. oe ee 
9-12 
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DEMOCRACY 


A selected list of recent books recommended by 
Evelyn E, Nelson, Reference Section, 
New York State Library 


Agar, Herbert. A time for greatness. Little. 1945. $2.50. 

A call to America to rededicate herself, before it's too late, to the 
application of democratic ideals to her way of life. Reflects brilliant- 
ly the feeling of liberal Americans who do not like war, yet like slavery 
and barbarism even less. 917.3 


Alinsky, S.D. Reveille for radicals. Univ. of Chicago Press. 1946. $2.50. 
Author is a passionate and sincere believer in democracy. He proposes a 
device by which we can rebuild a functioning democracy, the Peoples' Or- 
ganization, built from among the people themselves. Danger would be that 

a Hitler would sain control. 301.153 


Barnes, H.E, & Ruedi, O.M. American way of life; our institutional pat- 
terns and social problems. Prentice-Hall. 1942. $5, 

Material is based on that used in three previous volumes. In spite of the 
rehash, book is well written, carefully organized, and style and method 
of presentation are arresting. 309.173 


Bishop, H.M., ed. Basic issues of American democracy; a book of readings. 
(Century political science ser.) Appleton. 1948. $2.40. 

Fifty-seven selected readings grouped under five main headings. Emphasis 
is on contemporary thinkers and commentators, but there are also selec- 
tions from the Federalist, end from some 19th century political philoso- 
phers. 321.8 


Blaich, T.P. & Baumgartner, J.C. Challenge of democracy. Rev. ed. 
Harper. 1947. $3.20. 

A textbook on problems of life in a democracy, stressing the principles 
of change which is always present in the United States. 309.173 


Brown, W.A. Democracy: man's great opportunity. North River Press. 
1949. $4.50. 

Author says: "I set out to discover for myself what democracy is. I began 
without prejudices on most aspects, but ended with a number of healthy 
hatreds and likes. I am not trying to convince or please, but to promote 
genuine understanding." 321.8 


Corey, Lewis. Unfinished task: economic reconstruction for democracy. 
Viking. 1942. $3. 

Sugeests the construction of a new economic world in which small business 
may be revived and monopolies converted into a public corporation admin- 
istered jointly by labor, government, and management. 330.904 


Corry, J.A. Elements of democratic government. 1st Amer. ed. rev. & 
enl. Qxford. 1947. $3.75. 

An excellent book for an introductory course in government. Deals with 
the governments of Great Britain, Canada, and the United States ina 
clear, readable, stimulating manner. 321.8 
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Edman, Irwin. Fountainheads of freedom: the growth of the democratic 
idea. Reynal. 1941. $3.75. 

Part I is an essay on the origins and implications of the democratic 
idea. Part II is an anthology of illustrative material drawn from phil- 
osophers and statesmen of all time, forming a buttress for our faith in 
the justice and reasonableness of the democratic way of life. 321.8 


Ewing, A.C. Individual, the state and world government. Macmillan. 
1947, $4. 

Philosophical study of the relations between the individual and societ;, 
the meanings of democracy, totalitarianism, international cooperation. 
A statement of views held widely by philosophers and laymen in Great 
Pritain. 320 


Ferguson, C.W. A little democracy is a dangerous thing. Association 
Press. 1948. $1.50. 

A provocative book, containing reaffirmation of the true meaning, pur- 
poses and powers of democracy. 321.8 


Heckscher, Aucust. A pattern of politics. Reynal. 1947. $3.50. 

The book "represents one man's attempt to understand the spirit of Amer- 
ican politics ... The political regime may be threatened, but if it is 
held as something valid and importart, may it not be preserved by free 
men, and strengthened through the coming time?" 321.8 


Huszar, G.H. de. Practical applications of democracy. Harper.1945. $2. 

A practical and stimulating discussion of the manner in which the tech- 

niques of democracy can be applied to the functions of daily living. 
301.153 


Hyneman, C.S. Bureaucracy in a democracy. Harper. 1950. $6. 

How can we increase our assurance that government officials and employ- 
ees will actually provide the kind of government the American people 
want? This timely book presents a comprehensive and critical considera- 
tion of the place of bureaucracy in our national life. 351.1 


Lasker, Bruno. Democracy through discussion. H.W. Wilson. 1949. $3.50. 
Offers practical suggestions for the organization and operation of groups 
formed for the purpose of discussing and influencing trends in American 


life. 374.23 


Lauterbach, A.T. Economic security and individual freedom; can we have 
both? Cornell Univ. Press. 1948. $2.50. 

Clear, concise, informative. Contemporary economic analysis at its best. 
Author's idea is that man through collective effort can be master of his 
economic and political destiny. 338.91 


Levi, Werner. Fundamentals of world organization. Univ. of Minnesota 
Press. 1950. $3. 

Emphasizes the human problems that will largely determine the fate of 

any world organization for peace. If the peoples of the world are not 
yet ready for such an organization, this book may disclose some of the 
reasons why and what must be done to make them ready. 341.1 
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Lloyd, Christopher. Democracy and its rivals; an introduction to modern 

political theories. 2d ed. Longmans. 1946. $1.20. 

"Aims not at describing the contemporary scene, but at tracing the evo- 

lution of those political ideas which dominate it — to show how and why 

democratic theories, together with —. rival ideologies have developed." 
321 


Mannheim, Karl. Freedom, power & democratic planning. Oxford. 1950. $5. 
Susgests a way in which society may be planned and yet remain democratic. 
Although not easy to read, the book helps to clear up many political and 
economic confusions of our time. 301 


Pinkham, Spencer. Modern republic; how the United States can maintain 
both security and freedom. Corwin Pub. Co. 1950. $2.50. 

Purpose of this book is to convince reader that, by simple constitutional 
amendment, we should either transform our direct democracy into a parlia- 
mentary republic or make the term of president indefinite and provide for 
a congressional right of recall. 321.8 


Spitz, David. Patterns of anti-democratic thought; an analysis and crit- 
icism, with special reference to the American political mind in recent 
times. Macmillan. 1949. $2.50. 

Keen, logical, scholarly analysis of anti-democratic political philoso- 
phies, showing their inadequacies and excesses. An important defense of 
democratic philosophy. 321.6 


Stapleton, Laurence. Design of democracy. Oxford. 1949, $4. 

A clear and forceful discussion of the basis of democracy in equality, 
freedom, and self-government. Author believes she has found a common 
measure available for world sovernment and the several nations, event- 
ually including Russia. 321.8 


Taft, C.P. Democracy in politics and economics. Farrar. 1950. $2. 
Lectures delivered at Rice Institute, Houston, Texas, April, 1949. Author 
examines the bases of our democracy and shows need in a true democracy 

for a continuing faith in religion. 321.8 


Wittke, C.F. & others. Democracy is different; democracy over against 

communism, fascism and nazism; a series of lectures at Oberlin College. 
Harper. 1941. $2.50. 

Excellent statement of differing theories and programs. 321.8 


Years of the modern; an American appraisal. By Henry S. Commager & 
others; ed. by John W. Chase. Longmans. 1949. $3.50. 

A stimulating analysis of the American past, an examination of the 
American and his ways as they are today and on the whole, a hopeful look 
into the future. 917.3 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL 


Listed by 


Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


Barr, Stringfellow. Let's join the human race; America must stop play- 
ing Santa Claus. University of Chicago Press. Chicago, Ill. 1950. 
30p. 25¢. 


Bright, S. BE. Public relations programs -- how to plan them. National 
Publicity Council for Health and Welfare Services, Inc. 257 Fourth 
Ave. > N.Y. 10. 1950. Llyp, $1. 


Beckley, J. L. The best kept secret in the country cTaxation and Non- 
essential government spending. Bureau of Business Practice. New 
London, Conn. 1950. 4lp. 25¢. 


Caldwell, D. H. Setting up a nursery school, city and country. John B. 
= Memorial Nursery School, 462 W. 15lst St., N. Y.- 1950. 33p. 
5¢. 


Can we win the battle against inflation? Newsweek Club and Educational 
Bureau. 152 W. 42nd St., N. Y. 18. 1951. 2lp. 25¢. 


The highway transportation story...in facts. National Highway Users 
Conference, Inc. 952 National Press Building, Washington 4, D. C. 
1950. 32p. Free. 


Is television an asset or liability to education? America's Town Meet- 
ing of the Air. vol. 16, no. 42. The Town Hall, Inc., N. Y. 18. 
Feb. 13, 1951. 16p. 15¢. 


lariar, Lawrence. The easy way to cartooning. Crown Publishers. 419 
Fourth Ave., N. Y. 1950. 50p. $1. 


Lasser, J. KE. What the new expanded social security law means to you. 
Simon and Schuster, Inc. Rockefeller Center, N. Y. 20. 1950. 32p. 


News; the story of how it is gathered and printed. The New York Times 
Co. New York. 1950. 30p. Free. 


Pruden, Durward. Democracy, capitalism and their competitors. Oxford 
social studies pamphlets. Oxford Book Co., 222 4th Ave., N. Y. 1950. 
58p. 50¢. 


Rededication for peace; the fifth anniversary of the United Nations. 
U.N. Bulletin Reprint. vol. IX, no. 9. Nov. 1 '51. United Nations 
Department of Public Information. Sales and Circulation Section. Lake 
Success, N.Y. 1950. 38p. 
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SELECTED LIST OF RECENT ACCESSIONS 


Prepared by 


Evelyn E, Nelson and Sarah J. Schenck 


Reference and Order Sections 


BEAUTY & COLOR 


Charlot, Jean. Art-making from Mexico to China. Sheed & Ward. 1950. 

308p. 704 C479 
Cheskin, Louis. Color for profit. Liveright. 1951. 164p. 

659.1325 C524 

Newton, Eric. The meaning of beauty. Whittlesey House. 1950. 205p. 
701 N562 
Pogany, Willy. Water-color lessons, including gouache. McKay. 1950. 
48p. 751.4 qgP7h6 


BEES 


Frisch, Karl von. Bees: their vision, chemical senses, and language. 
Cornell Univ. Press. 1950. 119p. 595.799 F917 

Root, H. HF. Beeswax; its properties, testing, production, and applica- 
tions. Chemical Pub. Co. 1951. 154. 665.2 R782 


BIOGRAPHY 


Finch, J. S. Sir Thomas Browne; a doctor's life of science & faith. 
Schuman. 1950. 319. jlLife of science library3. 824.4 B88af 
Foss, H. J. Ralph Vaughan Williams; a study. Oxford Univ. Press. 
1950. 219p. 780.92 V371f 
Hewins, Ralph. Count Folke Bernadotte, his life and work. Minneapolis. 
Denison. 1950. 279p. 948.5 Zb5h 
Murdock, M. M. (Cheney). Constantino Brumidi, Michelangelo of the 
United States Capitol. Washington. Monumental Press. 1950. lllp. 
759.1 qB893m 
New York. Museum of Modern Art. Soutine, by Monroe Wheeler. Museum 
of Modern Art, in collaboration with the Cleveland Museun of Art. 
1950. 115p. 759.4 S728n 


BOOKS ON MANY SUBJICTS 


Alexander, T. B. Political reconstruction in Tennessee. Vanderbilt 
Univ. Press. 1950.  292p. 976.8 A378 
Battison, J. H. Movies for TV. Macmillan. 1950. 376p. 
621.3883 B336 
Blum, D. C. Pictorial history of the American theatre, 1900-1950. 
Greenberg. 1950.  276p. 792 qB658 
Breazeale, W. M. Lines, networks, and filters, by William M. Breazeale 
and Lawrence R, Quarles. Scranton. Int. Textbk. Co. 1951. 293p. 
(International textbooks in electrical engineering). 621.319 B82 
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Caroline Zachry Institute of Human Development, New York. Around the 
world in New York; a guide to the city's nationality groups, pre- 
pared by the Caroline Zachry Institute of Human Development and the 
Common Council for American Unity. N.Y. Common Council for American 
Unity. 1950. 1112p. 325.7471 C292 

Clarke, Maurice. How to read and enjoy the Psalms. Wilcox & Follett. 
c.1950. 156p. 223.6 C559 

Comstock, Helen. American lithographs of the nineteenth century. 
Barrows. 1950. 1170p. (Collectors' little-book library). 763 C739 

De Armond, Fred. The laundry industry. Harper. 1950. 302». 

648.1 D285 

Fox, W. M. How to use market research for profit. Prentice-Hall. 
1950. 362p. 658.8 F794 

Harris, C. 0. Elementary structural design. Amer. Tech. Soc. 1951. 
163p. 624 qH313 

Jackson, W. A. Jewelry repairing. Chemical Pub. Co. 1950. 143p. 

671 J14 

Le Boutillier, Cornelia (Geer). American democracy and natural law. 
Columbia Univ. Press. 1950. 204». 323.4 Lake 

Parsons, L. E, Textile fibers ¢bys L. E, Parsons gandy John K. Stearns. 
Scranton, Int. Textbk. Co. 1951. lv. 677 P268 

Raaen, Aagot. Grass of the earth; immigrant life in the Dakota 
country. Northfield, Minn. Norwegian-Anmerican Historical Assn. 
1950. 238p. (Pubns. of the Norwegian-American Historical Assn. ). 

917,84 R111 

Rapp, Albert. Origins of wit and humor. Dutton, 1951. 208n, 

809.7 R221 

Roberts, D. M. Leadership of teen-age croups. Assn. Press. 1950. 
195p. 301.1584 R643 

Stewart, F. M. A half-century of municipal reform; the history of the 
National Municipal League. Univ. of Cal. Press 1950.38%352.073 N27s 

Whittier, E, 0, Byproducts from milk, by Earle 0. Whittier and 3yron 
H. Webb. Reinhold. 1950. 317p. 637 W625 


ECONOMICS 


Kindleberger, C. P, The dollar shortage. Pub. jointly by the 
Technology Press of Mass. Inst. of Technology and Wiley. 1950. 276». 
332.45 £51 
Levitan, S. A. Ingrade wage-rate procression in war and peace; a 
problem in wage administration techniques. Plattsburg, N.Y., 
Clinton Press. 1950. 14lp. 331.29 L666 
Little, I. M. D. A critique of welfare economics. Clarendon Press.1950. 
275). 330.1 L778 


A FEW ISMS 


Dodge, M. H. Know your isms. Farrar, Straus. 1950. Tip. 321 D645 


Girvetz, H. K. From wealth to welfare; the evolution of libera2lisn. 
Stanford Univ. Press. 1950. 3230. 301.15 G529 
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Hearnshaw, F. J. C., ed. Social and political idea of some great 
mediaeval thinkers; a series of lectures delivered at King's 
College, University of London. Barnes & Noble. 1950. 223p. 

320.9 H43a 

Lasswell, H. D. Power and society; a framework for political inquiry 
cbys Harold D. Lasswell and Abraham Kaplan. Yale Univ. Press. 
1950. 295p. (Yale Law School studies, v.2). 320.1 L348po0 


FROM ASIA TO ANTARCTICA 


Henry, T. R. The white continent; the story of Antarctica. Sloane. 
1951. 257p. 919.9 H524 
Martin, H. D. The rise of Chingis Khan and his conquest of North 
China; edited by Eleanor Lattimore. Johns Hopkins Press. 1950. 
360p. 950 Zj5m 
Meade, E, G. American military governnent in Korea. King's Crown 
Press. 1951. 28lp. 951.9 M481 
Schweitzer, Albert. The animal world of Albert Schweitzer; jungle 
insights into reverence for life, translated and edited...by Charles 
R. Joy. Beacon Press. 1951. 207p. 591.5 S413 
Spector, Ivar. Soviet strength and stratezy in Asia. Seattle. 
Superior Pub. Co. 1950. 52p. 327.47 S741 


LITERATURE 


Baldwin, T. W. On the literary genetics of Shakspere's poems & 
sonnets. Univ. of Illinois Press. 1950. 399p. 822.33 Ylb 

Beaver, Joseph. Walt Whitman, poet of science. King's Crown Press. 
1951. 178». 811.38 Db3 

Darbishire, Helen. The poet Wordsworth. Clarendon Press. 1950. 
182p. (Clark lectures, 1949), 821.71 Da2 


RAILROADS 


Alexander, E. P, American locomotives; a pictorial record of steam 
power, 1900-1950. Norton. 1950. 2544p. 621.132 qA37b 
Donovan, F, P. Mileposts on the prairie; the story of the Minneapolis 
& St. Louis Railway. Simmons-Boardman Pub. Corp. 1950. 310p. 
385.0977 M665 


THREE HOBBIES 


Rewley, W. F. Commercial glasshouse crops. London. Country Life. 
1950. 509p. 631.5444 B572 

Bronson, Jd. L. Parrot family birds; their training, care and breeding 
-»- Fond du Lac, Wis. 1950. 96p. 636.686 B869 

Schleiger, Arlene. Two hundred patterns of Haviland china. Omaha. 
1950. 1O4p. 738 S341 


VETERANS 


England, Robert. Twenty million World War veterans. Oxford Univ. 
Press. 1950.  227p. 355.115 E58t 
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SELECTED LIST OF OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
Prepared by 
Ethel Lansing 
Gift and Exchange Section 


BUILDING CODE COMMISSION. Proposed code manual. (1951) 


--- Proposed state building construction code applicable 
to one-and two-family dwellings. (1951) 55p. 


CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE, Plattsburg. The Champlain college plan; a modern 
program of higher education. (1951) Folder. 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Ground observer corps exercises, aircraft 
warning service, 10-11 February 1951. 1951. 3p. 


CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Sample questions for civil service examin- 
ations. (1951) 36p. 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Children's camps in New York state, 1951. (1951) 
55p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Resistered professional engineers and land surveyors, 
1948-50. (1951) 257%p. (University of the state of New York 
bulletin no. 1395, July 1, 1950) 


Veterinary medicine, law, rules and information. 1950. 37p. 
(Handbook 12, 1950) 


Bureau of examinations and testing. The school testing program, a 
guide to the selection and use of standardized tests. 1951. 24p. 
— of the state of New York bulletin no. 1397, August 1, 
1950 


Board of examiners of murses. A guide for the conduct of graduate 
professional nurse programs leading to a baccalaureate degree. 


1951. 7p. 


--~ A guide for the conduct of supplemental clinical courses for 
graduate professional nurses. 1951. 7p. 


Schools of nursing; regulations of Commissioner, administrative 
policies and a guide for the conduct of schools. 1951. 30p. 


Division of higher education. Pharmacy, law, rules and information, 
1950. (1951) 118p. (Handbook 11) 


GOVERNOR. Message...transmitting statements of the pardons, commuta- 
tions and reprieves granted during the year 1950. 1951. llp. 


(Legis Doc 1951 no. 6) 
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HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Guide for self-help and neighbor help for the 
injured. 1951. 47p. 


___ Water pollution control board. The Rondout Creek-Wallkill River 
drainage basin; recommended classifications and assignments of 
standards of quality and purity for designated waters of New York 
state. (1951) 159p. (Report No. 1) 

_.. ___ Rules and classifications and standards of quality and purity 

for waters of New York state. (1951) 4p. 


INSURANCE DEPT. annual report, 9lst, of the Superintendent of Insurance 
for year ended December 31, 1949. Vol. 1. 1950. 652p. (Legis 
Doc 1950 no. 83) 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of placement and unemployment insurance. 
Selected material relating to the unemployment insurance law. 


1950. 37p. 


Division of research and statistics. Directory of labor organiza- 
tions in New York state. 1950. 122p. (Special bulletin no. 228, 
1950) 


YORK STATE ADVISORY COWICIL ON PLACEMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. 
Report...for the year 1950. (1951) 27p. and appendix. 


YORK STATE LIBRARY. Legislative reference library. Average votes 
cast for Assemblyman, 1944-1948, (1951) 3p. 


Counties ranked by assembly representation-population ratios (as 
“Of 1950 census) (1951) 3p. 


Population and assembly representation in New York, 1940-1950. 


~ (1951) 3p. 


NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM. Catalog of the first duplicate series of the 
Reigen collection of Mazatlan shells in the State Museum at Albany, 
New York by Katherine Van Winkle Palmer. (1951) 79p. (New York 
state museum bulletin no. 342, January 1951) 


Sample study and correlation of C. C. Lobdell no. 1 well. 1950. 
15p. (Circular no. 28, November 1950) 


PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. Steamship lines serving the Port of New 
York. (1951) 3p. 


Department of operations. Information regarding traffic rules, 
regulations and toll rates...effective December 1, 1950. (1951) 2lp. 


PUBLIC WORKS, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Superintendent for the year 
1949. (1950) 255p. (Lezis Doe 1950 no. 7) 
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS, COMMISSION ON. Report, second...February 14, 1951. 
(1951) 58p. (Cover title: "Tne School Building Problem in New 
York State") 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. In-service 
training in conservation education by Helen B. Ross. (1951) 15p. 
(Cornell miscellaneous bulletin 9, January 1951) 


Spray schedules for tree fruits, 1951, by W. D. Mills and A. A. 
— (1951) 24p. (Cornell extension bulletin 812, February 
1951 


Departnent of agricultural economics. Computed labor returns to 
producers from New York pool milk in 1950...by BE. G. Misner. (1951) 


13p. (A. EB. 770, March 1951) 


Fruit farms analyzed, 36 years of farm business records in 
Miagare County by G. P. Scoville and staff. (1951) 38». 
(A. E. 769, February 27, 1951) 


The production, use, and farn storage of wheat in the New York 
wheat belt by C. W. Loomis. (1951) 22p. (A.E. 768, February 1951) 


STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY, Syracuse. The edge effect of the lesser 
vegetation of certain Adirondac:: forest types with particular 
reference to deer and grouse by F. B. Barick. (1950) 1146p. 
(Roosevelt wildlife bulletin vol. 9, no. 1, August 1950) 


STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY. Annual report, 17th...for the year ended 
December 31, 1950. (1951) 34p. Mimeo. 


STATE TAX COMMISSION. Miscellaneous tax bureau. Alcoholic beverage 
tax law...end regulations, September 1, 1949. (1949) 22p. (State 
tax bulletin, vol. XXXIV, no. 3) 


Cigarette tax law...and regulations, July 1, 1949. (1949) 2lp. 
(State tax bulletin, vol. XXXIV, no. 2) 


__ ___ Motor fuel tax law...and resulations, September 1, 1949. (1949) 
24p. (State tax bulletin, vol. XXXIV, no. 4) 
Stock transfer tax law...and information, May 1, 1950. (1950) 
6p. (State tax bulletin, vol. XXXV no. 1) 


Trensfer and estate tax section. Estate tax law...in effect 
September 1, 1930, October 1, 1950. (1950) 36p. (State tax 
bulletin, vol. XXXV no. 1) 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD. Court decisions on workmen's compensation 


law, January-December, 1948, all subjects. (1951) 274p. (Special 
bulletin 225, 1948) 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Activities in Libraries 


Edited by 
e 


Albany County. The John V. L. Pruyn Library, the downtown branch of the 
Albany Public Library specializing in commerce, industry and business 
methods, celebrated its 50th anniversary on April 8 with a public 


tea. Mrs. Charles Hamlin, the only surviving daughter of Chancellor 
Pruyn, attended. 


I. Marie Gustafson Marion H. Vedder 


Library Extension 


Cattaraugus County. Cattaraugus Free Library observed its 25th anni- 
versary on March 24 with an open house. The affair was arranged by 
the Women's Civic League which sponsored the establishment of the 
library in 1926. 


Cayuga County. Mr. and Mrs. Walter Phillips of Newtonville, Mass. re- 
cently made a gift of $3,000 for a library endowment fund and an 
additional $500 to be used without restrictions to start a project 
for a public library for the village of Fair Haven, their old home 
town. The Village Board voted to accept this gift for a library. 


Chautaugua County, The Chautauqua County Book Co-operative group, at a 
meeting in March, appointed a committee to investigate a county li- 
brary system for Chautauqua County and prepare a concrete plan of 
county operation. Members appointed include: Phyllis Pope, James 
Prendergast Free Library, Jamestown; Mrs. Della C. Anderson, Fluvanna 
Free Library; Ida J. Briggs, Dunkirk Free Library; Mrs. Jane Lind- 
strom, Lee Library, Silver Creek; Mrs. Jennie Sommers, Patterson 
Library, Westfield; Mrs. Mabel Sullivan, Mary E. Seymour Memorial 
Free Library, Stockton; and Mrs. Meda L. Smith, Tuesday Club Library, 
Mayville. A detailed report will be presented in June. 


Clinton County. The Plattsburg Public Library's special Easter Story 
Hour featured Leone Adelson as guest "Story Lady." 
In conjunction with this program, Miss Adelson loaned for display 
the original Kurt Wiese illustrations from her forthcoming book, "The 
House With Red Sails." 


Cortland County. Every Tuesday after school 20 youngsters between the 
ages of nine and 12 flock to the public library to attend reading 
club. Membership in the club is limited to boys and girls who are 
recommended by their classroom teachers as children who have serious 
reading difficulties. Public library, city schools, and State 
Teachers College work together to help retarded readers. For a more 
detailed account see "New York State Education" for December 1950 or 
write Mrs. Viarda Brubeck at Cortland Free Library. 
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Dutchess County. At 2 meetings April 16 in Poushkeepsie the following 
were elected to office in the Dutchess County Library Association: 
Mrs, Charles Boos of Fishkill Plains, president; Robert Dougherty 
of Beacon, vice-president; Albertina B. Traver of Rhinebeck, secre- 
tary; and Anna E. Wells of Poughkeepsie, treasurer. 


Montgomery County. Canajoharie Library and Art Gallery held a success- 
ful Children's Spring Book Festival on April 9. The morning program 
featured storytelling to the youncer pupils and rural school children 
by Ruth L. Adams, Head of the Devartment of Work with Children, 
Schenectady County Public Library. In the afternoon Dr. Leon F. 
Whitney of Orange, Conn., author of "That Useless Hound" spoke on 
"Pun with Dogs." 


Nassau County. A course in the art of Storytelling, given by Spencer 
Shaw, Storytelling Specialist of the Brooklyn Public Library, at 
the Freeport Memorial Library started on March 13. The course is 
sponsored by Nassau County Library Association and the Freeport 
Adult Education Department. 

Hicksville Lions Club is planning to purchase and donate a ceil- 
ing projector to the Hicksville Free Public Library. 

After an intensive campaign, the membershin of the Friends of the 
Malverne Public Library now stands at 550, which is four tines 
greater than last year. The Friends of the Hewlett-Woodmere Public 
Library now has a membership of over 200. Organization of the Friends 
of the Mineola Library has been completed. The sroup, which has begun 
work toward construction of a new permanent library building, is 
headed by William Armstrong. 

A joint session of the Village board, the library trustees and 
the board of education in Rockville Centre recently resulted in the 
decision to launch a drive for $400,000 for the construction of a 
new library. A committee to plan the campaign is headed by Allan B, 
Wright. Mrs. Alice M. Decker, retired librarian, will manage the 
campaign office. The library will be a memorial to the War dead of 
Rockville Centre. 

Representatives of all the leading organizations in Westbury met 
recently in the Westbury Community Center Library to become partici- 
pants in Operation Democracy, a program which puts American towns 
in direct contact with similar towns in other countries. The 
countries adopted were India and Northern Italy. 

Marion Humble has been named chief librarian of the new Peninsula 
Public Library. Temporary library office is in the Leayrence Village 
Hall while the library building is beine converted. The library 
should be ready for use by the Fall of 1951. 


New York. An unusual exhibition of the New York Public Library opened 
on March 20. Titled "Mazic in Books", it celebrates the 50th anni- 
versary of the magicians' magazine, The Sphinx, with a collection 
of books, pamphlets and apparatus on the subject. 

The 50th anniversary of a gift from Andrew Carnegie which launched 
the Circulation Department of the New York Public Library has been 
observed recently. Carnezie Corporation presented a collection of 
Carnegie manuscripts at the anniversary ceremony. 
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Onondara County. Syracuse Public Library was host to 56 persons from 
five counties who attended a wor!:shon on public relations March 15. 
Those who apoke included: Frieda F. Gates, Director of Syracuse 
Public Library, Mary C. Walier of the Solvay Public Library, 
Gwendolen A. Lewis of Fayetteville Free Library, Juanita Kersey 
of the Oswezeo Library, Ruth M. Phillips and Victoria M. Schott of 
the Syracuse Public Library and George W. Ball, Director of Public 
Relations at University College. Wilfred L. Morin, public library 
supervisor of the Division of Library Extension, was in charge of 
the program. 

Mrs. Cora Cahill Sweeney, a trustee of Syracuse Public Library, 
died in Florida in March. She was assistant librarian of this 
library when she retired in 1932. 


Orleans County. The Community Library at Holley reports the addition 
of a small glass-enclosed bulletin board and a new library sign. 
Mrs. Mildred Smith, librarian, arranged a display of recent books 
at a Rotary Club luncheon. 


Schenectady County. The mobile branch of the Schenectady County Public 
Library made its first trip on March 19. This large bookmobile, 
equipped with photo-charger, will make library service more easily 
available to about 50,000 county residents who now have no branch 
library near. 


Suffolk County. Alfred Enlund, Principal of Fifth Avenue School in 
Bay Shore, invited a panel to discuss the "Public and School Libraries 
in Relation to the Community" at a recent faculty meeting. Co- 
relation of parent, school, school library and public library in 
achieving a progressive and cooperative community was the theme of 
the discussion. The panel was headed by Mrs. Stanley Mitchell of 
the Bay Shore Public Librar;’. 


Westchester County. The Board of Trustees of New Rochelle Public Library 
voted to join a county library system at a meeting on March 21. To 
date Mount Vernon and Dobbs Ferry have also voted approval. 

The building occupied for over forty years by the Dobbs Ferry 
Yree Library has been presented to the village as a memorial to 
Mrs. Ida Eldridge Brown by her husband and children. 

The annual Spring meeting of the Westchester Library Association 
will be held May 9 at the Katonah Village Library. 

The Union Catalog staff reports that all rezistered libraries of 
Westchester County are now subscribers. They are considering main- 
taining a listing at the Union Catalog office of vacancies of both 
professional and nonprofessional positions. 

A youns man who recently went into the armed services decided the 
most satisfying way to spend the last evening in his home town was to 
listen to his favorite records in the New Rochelle Public Library's 
music room. He invited a group of his friends and they spent several 
hours listening intently, In appreciation he gave the library an album 
of a major work. 

Mrs. Eleanor Merrow Wynn, librarian of Mamaroneck Free Library since 
1929, resigned April 1. Mrs. Nathalie M. Bennett is acting librarian. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Activities of the State Library 
Edited by 


S. Gilbert Prentiss, Traveling Libraries 


Examination Committee Meets: The first meeting of the Examination Com 
mittee on certification of public librarians was held in Albany on 

April 11. The Committee, named by the Board of Regents, consists of 

the following five persons, with terms ranging from one to five years: 
Alice C. Dodge, Utica; Rutherford D. Rogers, Buffalo; Julia L. Sauer, 
Rochester; Alice L. Jewett, Mount Vernon; Edward G. Freehafer, New 

York City. Miss Jewett was elected Chairman of the group and Mr. Rogers, 
Vice-Chairman. 

L. Marion Moshier, Acting Director of the Library Extension Division, 
reported to the Committee on the progress that has been made toward the 
exchange of old type certificates for new ones, and questions that have 
arisen in connection with this phase of the new certification program 
were discussed with the Committee. Plans were made for frequent meetings 
during the following months, when procedures and examination will be 
developed according to the new certification regulations proposed by the 
New York Library Association and approved by the Board of Regents. 

S. Gilbert Prentiss was appointed Secretary to the Committee, accord- 
ing to Rules of the Board of Regents stating that the Committee's Secre- 
tary shall be a member of the Education Department, though a non-voting 
member of the Committee. 


More About Your Certificate: Applications for exchange of old certifi- 
cates for the new librarian's professional certificates and certificates 
of qualification have been pouring into the Library Extension Division 
office. Nearly all have been processed, and, as rapidly as possible, 
certificates will be sent out to the libraries through which the appli- 
cations were submitted. A few, however, will be delayed because of ques- 
tions which must be submitted to the Examinations Committee. As soon 
as exchanges have been effected for all persons now employed in public 
libraries in the State, an attempt will be made to reach every remaining 
individual who holds an old type certificate that is valid for exchange. 

It is hoped that provisional certificates will be available soon and 
all those persons who have already made inquiry will be notified as to 
the exact procedure that should be followed to obtain a provisional cer- 
tificate. 


Information on State Defense Act: "State Civil Defense Act and Related 
Laws" is the title of a publication recently issued by the State Depart- 
ment Information Company, Inc., 212 State Street, Albany 6. It is 
available from the publisher for $1.25 in quantities of 1-10 copies, 
$1.00 for 11-25 copies, 80¢ for 26-50 copies, and 75¢ for 51-100 copies. 


The Steering Committee for 
Institution Libraries met on April 10 in the lew Library alcove. Repre- 
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Institutions The Steering Committee for 
Institution Libraries met on April 10 in the Law Library alcove. 
Representatives from the Correction, Education, Health, Mental 
Hygiene and Social Welfare departments were present to hear Miss 
Vedder's report of the year's work with State institution librar- 
ies and to discuss plans for 1951-52. 

The year's work included 41 visits to State institutions, help 
in reorganization of collections, preparation of suggested buying 
lists for the various State institutions and all-day meetings. 

Traveling Libraries Section has worked closely with Miss Vedder 
in preparing 81 collections of 5,652 books to lend to State insti- 
tutions. The 1951-52 Traveling Libraries budget includes a speci- 
fied amount to be spent exclusively for books to be used in these 
institutions. 


If Your Books Are Delayed: It is inevitable that there shall be occas- 
ional delays in sending books requested from the various sections of 
the State Library. Of late, however, an unusually large number of 
complaints have been received of books not arriving after a 
reasonable time. On checking such shipments it often develops 
that the books were sent promptly but were delayed in the mails. 

We mention this because we want you to know that many of the delays 
that are so vexing to our borrowers are due to conditions over which 
the State Library has no control. 


Librarians Help to Revise Social Studies Program: On March 27, 28 and 29 
a workshop to revise the social studies program of the State Correct- 
ional institutions was held at the State Library under the auspices 
of the Department of Correction's Division of Education. Price 
Chenault, Director of the Division, and Francis J. Cory, Director 
of the N.Y.S. Vocational Institution at West Coxsackie, were in 
Charge of the workshop. 

An appropriate working library of books, documents, pamphlets 
and clippings was prepared by Mary S. Lindsey, of the General 
Reference Section, and Marion I. Vedder, Public Library Supervisor 
working with institution libraries, both of whom attended all of the 
sessions as consultants. 

Twelve supervisors and teachers from the State institutions worked 
on the project, which is expected to be in operation by September 1951. 
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Burning of the Books 


"The hiss of flames was soon to sound in an- 
other holocaust close to Hollis. This build- 
ing, adjacent to Harvard's right, was only a 
few days old when on the night of January 
24, 1764, Harvard Hall went up in flames. 

The floor beams of the library had been 
sparked by a log fire left overnight when mem- 
bers of the General Court, meeting in emergen- 
cy session there because of the smallpox epi- 
demic in Boston, had disbanded for the evening. 


"The splendid library of 5,000 books was gone. 
About two hundred of them, saved by the blessed 
tardiness of students who kept them out, were 
looked upon like relics of glory when they 
were later returned to Massachusetts Hall... 


"Gifts from all over the Colonies and the 
mother country in the form of packets of books 
attested to the truth Kittredge was so emphati- 
cally to express over a century later when 
asked for comment on the new elephantine Wide- 
ner Library building. ‘I'll take it, I'll take 
it for all of its bulk, because if every build- 
ing in the Yard were to burn down and you had 
your library, you'd still have a university. '" 


Copyright, 1950, by Charles A. Wagner. From the 
volume HARVARD: FOUR CENTURIES AND FREEDOMS, pub- 
lished by E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 300 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10, N.Y. 








